CLAIMS : 

!>. An electronic business transaction system, 

comprising: 

\ a center site; 

\ a plurality of member sites; and 

\ a network connecting the center site and the 
member sxstes to each other, wherein the center site 
includes : \ 

anVopen business information database for 
storing therein information of open businesses; 

a notarization database for storing therein 
contracts undergorie a notarization procedure; 

means f oA regi^^^«Lng open business information 
which is issued to f aSrufl bu^iJbss partners by the member 
site to the open busi^^s^wnf orpatio database; 

means for tlmnismij^i^ng contents of the open 
business information -optaoase to the member site; 

means for transmitting an order specification 
received from the member sit^to an order destination 
member site; \ 

means for transmitting lan order reception 
specification received from the member site to an 
ordering member site; and \ 

means for conducting, when aN^ontract document 
of a contract received from an ordering member site is 
substantially equal to a contract document \^ the 
contract received from an order receiving member site, a 
notarization procedure for the contract and regjsstering 
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the contracts to the no^^^M^^ion database. 

2 . \ An electronicTbusiness transaction system in 
accor>aance with Claim 1, wherein the center site further 
includ^ authentication means for identifying and 
authentiMting a connected partner. 

3. Tin electronic business transaction system in 
accordance with Claim 1, wherein the center site further 
includes meansN^for transmitting, in response to a request 
from the member ^Bite, contents of the open business 
information database to the member site. 

4. An electrc^nip-'-tJuS^^ness transaction system in 
accordance with ClaiAxl , wherein the center site further 



includes means for ii 
transaction amount of a 



[ting information of a 
[tract between member sites to 
a member sites having a function of settlement 

5. An electronic business transaction system in 
accordance with Claim 1 , whereMi the center site further 
includes means for storing thereiii the information of a 
transaction amount of a contract between member sites, 
conducting a calculation for a nettling operation of 
transaction amounts between the membeV sites and between 
groups to which member sites belong, arid transmitting a 
result of the netting operation to a member site having 
a function of settlement, 

6. An electronic business transactioAv system in 
accordance with Claim 4 , wherein the center sisfe further 
includes : 

means for receiving from a member site \ report 
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of ^aelivery for a contract and recording the report in 
the rrptarization database; 

means for receiving a report of a settlement 
operatio\a of a contract from a member site having a 
function of settlement and recording the report in the 
notarization database; and 

me^ns for periodically checking the 
notarization database, detecting a case of which delivery 
or settlement iss. retarded for a contract thereof, and 
transmitting a warding message to member sites associated 
therewith . 

7. An electronoX: busiYiess transaction system in 

accordance with Claim/ 2 \ whenein the center site further 



an authentication level 
ransaction for each member 



includes: 

means for sjlettini 
indicating a limitati'on of 
site; and 

means for comparing aVtransaction request from 
a member site with the authentication level set to the 
member site and thereby determining\ whether or not the 
transaction request is accepted, 

8 , An electronic business transaction system in 
accordance with Claim 1 , wherein the network includes a 
dedicated line. 

9. A center site connected via a network to a 
plurality of member sites to configure an eleis^ronic 
business transaction system, comprising: 

an open business information database f c 
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storiJ^g therein information of open business; 

a notarization database for storing therein 
contract:^ undergone a notarization procedure; 

fieans for registering open business information 
which is isBued to find business partners by the member 
site to the ©pen business information database; 

means for transmitting contents of the open 
business information database to the member site; 

means >for transmitting an order specification 
received from the\member site to an order destination 
member site ; 

means for /transmitting an order reception 
specification recei^v^e^ frdpi the member site to an 
ordering member site 

means for Icondtactxng , when a contract document 
of a contract received from an ordering member site is 
substantially equal to a contract document of the 
contract received from an ord^er receiving member site, a 
notarization procedure for theXcontract and registering 
the contracts to the notarization database. 
10. A method of achieving electronic business 

transactions in an electronic business transaction system 
including a plurality of member sites, a center site, and 
a network to connect the member sites\and the center site 
to each other, comprising the steps of :^ 

storing open business informati>on which is 
issued to find business partners by a member site in an 
open business information database in the cen>^er site; 



- 43 - 

transmitting contents of the open business 
information database from the center site to the member 
site; 

transmitting an order specification received 
from a membeV site from the center site to an order 
destination me>nber site; 

transmitting an order reception specification 
received from a meftiber site from the center site to an 
ordering member sxt^ and 

conducting A when a contract document of a 
contract received f romX^ir-Ts^dering member site is 
substantially equal tqf ^ contxact document of the 



contract received fro 
notarization procedur 



anXorjfler receiving member site, a 
i for Nthe contract and registering 
the contracts to the notariza^tion database in the center 
site . 

11. A system in which an iNnformation transmission 

source firm registers a case of business specifying an 
information receiving partner firmXto a business 
database, and statuses of cases of businesses inputted to 
the system are managed in business transactions between 
firms which refer to the cases of businesses registered 
by the information receiving partner firi^s comprising a 
first server and a second server, 

the first server including: 

first storage means for storing th^ein for 
each information transmission source a status iaf inputted 
cases of each information receiving partner; and\ 
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processing means for processing, in response to 
registration of a new case of an information transmission 
source, the status of inputted cases for a receiving 
partner aa^sociated therewith, 

le second server including: 
second storage means for storing therein for 
each informatVon receiving partner a status of inputted 
cases of each i^nformation transmission source; 

procesTsing means for processing, in response to 
update of the staiLus of inputted cases of the receiving 
partner, the status of-^nputted cases for an information 
transmission source 
partner; and 

processing 



elat id to the pertinent receiving 



means for referring, in response to 
an inquiry from an infon\ation receiving partner, to the 
second storage means and transmitting the status of input 
cases of each information transmission source related to 
the pertinent receiving partner to the information 
receiving partner having issueoy the enquiry . 
12. A method, for use in aXsystem in which an 

information transmission source fMrm registers a case of 
business specifying an information receiving partner firm 
to a business database, for managing\statuses of inputted 
cases of businesses in business transitions between 
firms which refer to the cases of businesses registered 
by other firms comprising the steps of 

storing in first storage means tlife status of 
inputted cases for each information transmission source 
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and updatisng the status in response to registration of a 
new case by >ah information transmission source; 

summ^izing and storing in second storage means 
a status of inputsted /cas^s for each information 
transmission source/^^nd iifcdating, in response to update 
of the status of iijlfciTEt^ed cases, the status of inputted 
cases for an information xspansmission source related 
thereto; and 

referring, in respon^ to an inquiry from an 
information receiving partner, tovthe second storage 
means and transmitting the statuses^of input cases to the 
information receiving partner having is's^jed the enquiry. 




